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The baby raccoom i ¥ piéce of
cake, John and Steve nt the
porch steps and disdppete insida,
emerging minutes kewer with the
masked intruder in a Barrying
cage. They'll come back for the
mather later, and then feunite the
whinle family in & park Oc forest

The next job, o pigebn removal,
promises to be me . But it's no
g0 because the ovwner o't home
Un to & garage that isstarting to
loak like & hat cave, &g then to a
fo exrtraction — all in n day’s work
for employees af the Adcock Trap-
ping Sarvice.

The trappers, who made head-
lines merass the nation last spring
when'they captured and relocated
o family of beavera that had been
lelling cherry trees afound the Ti-
dal Basin, normally do bheir job
quigtly, efficiently and Rumans by,

The College Park-bpsed com-
pany has been in business zince
1976, trapping and relocating bea-
vers and other rodents, as well as
repliles, bicds and victually every
other animal that can Invade
homes, property or offices.

Getting a lot of media attention
wasn't something they were used
to. “The beaver, so far is over and
above anything else we've done
We were front-page news” said
John Adcock Jr, president of the
company, which was paid about
£3,000 for the remdoval

“It was a&n unusual job. We do a
good lot of beaver wark, but not in
such a high visibility area.”

Despite the massive publicity,
Mr. Adcock said, the job was easy
compared with other situations
that he and his foreman, Steve
Smalgus, and 14 employees have
faced — the baby raccoon notwith-
standing

The company makes more than
| §1 million handling sbout 4,000
cases sach year, Mr. Adcock said
Prices for removing animals vary
Froen less than 575 to 5250 depend-
Ing on the type of animals and how
hard it is w0 remove them

Beyond trapping and removing,
campany workers focus on struc-
tural problems such as holes in
walls where ammals can enter
Maost of the employess hove back-
groands as carpenters and rocfiers.
They work mostly for private
homes, but have worked for apart-

Johin Adeock Jr. does a lollow-up check on demagé caused by beavers in a wooded aras nad bo hames in
Bethesda His firm becama prominent recently when it caught Diavers

ment complexces, local universitics
and EOVCTIimEnT BRCncies

“If it runs, climbs, skither:
Mies, we'll catch it and keep
gunraniced.” their nds say and ¢m
ployess do plenty to keep that
promise, Despite having to crawl
through sewers, through walls and
opbo roofs, M Sme
doesn’t get tired of the job.

“Every day is different; its a
challenge always,” said the 13-year
employes.

Steve Smalgus of Adcock Trapping Senvice searches lor foes living in a home in Belhesca. A 2-month-old
raccoen paws al the liem's inuck alter the croature was remowod [fam a homeowner's proparly in Morthwas!

m thir Tidal Basin.
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This is what founder Joehn Ad-
cock Sr. loves about the work. Hav-

inp been & trapper since childhood,

i was often called on when local
pesple were in & jam, or when pest
rul conpanbes couldn't hendle
oblem. Ward of month Spread,
50 Ise just decided to do it full time,
and the businéss kas grOWN SINce
then. At the age of 60, he is sem

iretired and his children Michael,

see WORK, page 811
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Mighells and John Jr, cun the com-
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It works very amoothly, wery
informal,” e said. “The neat thing
ahout this business i it's not just
the same old thing every day, mat
just humdrum . .. ."

Amang the more uousuzl coses:
ridding & barn aff about 400 bats,
eleairieg o sewer line of two dozen
oids, capturing sn 8-foot lizand and |

removing an 18-foot boa con-
strictor from the walls of a house

Ralocating animals into national
parks or forests and dealing with
structural problems, such &s
gaaling holes, installing one-way
dioors — which allow the animal to
exil, Bt not re-gnter — or coperate
footers is the most humane way o
do the job, Mr. Adcock said.

He gaid 95 percent of all the ani-
mals they get are relocated ar
“evicted,” though Maryland and
Virginia law requires the killing of
some animals posing a rabies

threat.

“A lot of guys are just catching
critters and throwing them in
traps, thats the most inhumane
thing you can do Mr. Adcock said
“We're far and away the most -
miane people st there, We resolve
it; everybody else just maintains it,
There's always a source of the
problems, but in most cases its
l'hq'lapcr to keep tossing podson
out.”

There have been complaints
from animal rights groups, and
even an occasional nhvsical arack

but most groups come around
when its properly explained what
the company does, Mr Adcock
said. But sald there are still
“dishards who think animals kave
more Tights than pecple and you
are not going to change them.”™

SOme prominent animal groups
will wvouch for thom, especially
when comparing them with other
campanies which they say only of.
ler short term, bess humane salu-
hons,

"They do as much as anyone in

B

tha higineee fn ussel faencneikh

and humanely,” said John
Hadidian, director of urban wild-
life for the Hemane Society of the
United States”™
stephanie Boyles, wildlife cabe-
worker for People for the Ethical
Treamment of Animals, said she is
glad to hear about & company that
pledges to taking preventive mea-
sures, though she would musch
rather home owners work to make
their property “unattractive or in-
scoessible to animals.”
“Ome-way doors are wmi:s::".'ui;
dad

T alimrsiar il #n hansth o ol .

‘1 hape they keep their word on
that. There has been an explosion
on these kind of companics.
They're s0 new thai thers are no
regulations.”

As he waited outside an apart-
meni complex with a pigeon prob-
lemn, Mr. Smelgus guickly spotted
thie spurce af the trouble — 8 clear,
unprotected bullding ledge

A pigeon, he explained, "likes
ook over the edge. Back him up
about four inches, and he won't be
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