Un the Irail With Urban 'l

County Company Won
Renown for Calching
Tidal Basin Beavers

By Evcrne L, Meynn
Waihdrurton e "il:rll:r Frirer
obin Adcock Jr. picked up the phone and said,

“Kathd, line one, mice

Soon, another call: "Equ.ln'nllm Potomac, Mi-

chelle, tatk b him."

They nre a5 busy as, well, beavers these days at
Adeock's Trapping Service, the Calbege Park-basd
company that raised its profile with the suc-
vesslul entrapment of theee beavers chewing up
cherry trees near Uhe Tidal Basin,

Bat the truth is, 25 Adeock will tell you, though
the publicity was greaf, the damage dowmtown was
uaugl Yiou want o seesmme real beaver damaghe:’
O s what other critbers can do (o bomes, (o
trnents, to nature Eei? Adoock sees it all the
m«-:m’l ot will Refll o s ot ety
Demvers, nn mrea ol Brsbley How-

levard in aat bookas fike the Chain Saw
| Massacre—ag p 0 30 trees tying like parallel
| log bridges a » Miloock's crews trapped
! five beavers ame Urying to protect the sur-

viving trees by wrapplng them in wire mesh fenc-

'ﬂl;t:tkmﬂﬂnmuﬂ of damage T've over
speen,” Adeock aasd, He's abso seen four-oot-high
pﬂr.'.l of ‘bl guano in church belfries, rats de-
siroying attie érawl spaces and squirrels “totaly
devastating the [ebecirical] wiring. 1 really want to
ke haow sty fires wrilien up as were
really animals eating up the wires, get-
ting the [

Mo

| arc going

k has anything against animals,
you understand, They are, after all. his bread and
batier. He nmech prefens 1o relocate mither than de-
stroy them;, sothat they may live o infest another
elay. T b, it " ok méredy lumankty, it's %ob seen-

Ty,

S0 while practtioners go for the kill, Adeock
says, “T onewiy trap door just aboul everything |
can, . . . We're kind of innovators™ The kind of ani-
mal control Adeock practices in clearky big busi-
ne=saz His firm is 0 &1 milion o vear operation with

16 employess
and 14 trucks,
datifully

Tollows the rules,
and the leads he
learmed from his
father, whis
foaniled the bis-
ness 20) vears ago
and who mow, at
60, is Hving in re-
tirement n
Cheean City, Md.
Exery jurisdic-
tion his diflferent
requirements, s
Adcock md his
grews  have o
know the ln'

StevonSmegnof Adapel 5

rat traps babied with peanat trict, Mw:innd
buttor—smooth, not crumclry,  his Lrappem

maove beavers to other habitatz. That's what the
regulaiions demand. In Maryland, however, it's a
different story. The siate raw.irn that certain po-

tentially rabiescarryving animals be killed once
caught. 50 in the Fres State, it's sapemana for bea-
TS, raceoons, foxes and rats,

Bats are gafe—at Jeast for now. The population
of those potorious night-lying mammals  had
dropped dramatically, so the state ook them off
the hit list. They are legally protected May to Sep-
tember, the months in which liters are born.

And bats aren't all bad, Adcock notes: They con-
a?giw half their body weight in mosqaitoes in one
nighi.

Adcock wasn't planning to go fnte znimal con-
trol. He thought he didn’t “want any part of this
business becausa it involved a lot of nesty things,
cutting dexd animals oot of people’s walla.” So-as
woom a5 he turned 18, he signed up for slx years in
the Mavy. Aler graduating from technical schoal,
however, he was bored and began counting the
dlays uniil his discharge.

*I much prefer 1o be out mesting people, on the
go, helping people oul,” he sad. "1t's 3 lol maore aat-
isfying than working with a test probe, ., . This is
kind of my legacy. [ kind of learsed [t ot my ded's
knee.”

His fsther and mentor, John Adeock Se., began
n‘ldm:m‘rbm h-a.lh u-:u:u-y a.m, a4 a thﬂd in the
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them now inside cubaerts,.

o
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*I trapped for fur until [ was in my twenties
thirties." the senior saad. "It owas son
thing you did in the wintertime to supplement yo
ineome,”

Trapping for pelts here has declined, he sa
since the Soviet Union disintegrated, dumping §
superior Eastern European fur on the world m
ket, This turn of events made "especially, East
American fur pretiy moch ascless.”

Adcock was 3 construction worker when
turned his trapping expertise into a il-time b
s, at first driving trocks without the compa
ramee, *almost as if [ was ashamed of what 1 wasa
inig. Finally. I said the heck with this. [ painted
our trucks red and put *Adcock’s Trapping” in |
letters®

More than pride was at stake, "We were worka
mights. | wis afraid of being mdstaken for a burg
and getiing shob.™

Today John Jr., 35, runs the company a5 its v
presddent, with brother Michael Adeock, 31, tn
ping animats, and sister Michelle, 34, working
the office along with Eathi Hiyes, 29, scheduli
jobe and keeping track of crews. Altogether, Jo
Jr. estimutes, Adeock’s landles about 5,000 call
yizar, Fees for most jobs mun from $150 to 3250,

Adcock's work foroe inspects, traps and mo
fies struetures to make them L But
Elr a5, w FACCOOTS in t‘n.: trash, Adcock sa

I Lo mhfy their hal

m.ﬂﬂ
aned behedor” ke said, with this caveat, 710t}



snl Lo pay, we. got to play, because & we don't,
ameane else will™

Adcock's: office hookshelves are lned  with
wiks and booklets aboul construction, carpentry
el andmals; “Outwitting Sequirrels,” “Hats of the
instern L15." There alan are videos abawt Exstem
acles and bow to “eliminate” them.

A wall shopping list includes mask flters, caulk,
duminum coils, trash bags and, b brge letters,
ARDINES. *When [ go to the Food Lion, 1 say,
100 cans,”™ Michelle Adeock sadil. “They say,
What are you dodng? " The answer: baiting mc-
s Eraps,

Oiber staples are pramst butter for rat traps and
seanuts for squirrels, the remosal of which ac-
ounts for 680 percent ol the finm's busingss.

re a0 the altics eating wires and waking
nta ] up At down,” Adcock said.

As the company's sweat shirt saye, “If it runs,
Tawls, climbs, dithers or fies, we'll catch it.”

Adcock's crews range across the region, but ®the
mik of our income @& prohably out of DUC. and
Viontgomery,” the senior Adeock says. John Jr.
said Prince George's also has become fertile terri-
ary for the trappers, especially with the construc-
on of upscale homes in the Lake Arbor-Alitchell
wlle ares. New homes just about anywhere, he
=xplained, are good bets for local wildlile, becanss
today’s construction leaves spaces for animals 1o

;1% ﬁ%ﬁ"ﬂ}:‘wu‘”w patiifal habits
m things kappen certain times of he
year,™ Adeock said, T months feom now, it be
“qkoe beld. Right now, it's squisrekeaccoon time,”
h—. = i

-coon -babios dedt in - the attic

Adlenck’s erews use sophisticated squipment o
locate them. By drilling small holes in a wall or ceél-
ing, they can peer through a borescope into attic
crawl spaccs and walls, Wherever posaible, they
prefer to “go structurally and put in one-way dooes
rather than remowe the animals [entirely] from
thedr environment.”

On a recent gray day, Adcock and his foreman
Steven Smelgos, 32, set out in ashiny red pickup to
cheek out rats in Kalormma, raceoans in Cleveixmd
Park, beavers in Betheada and foxes In Potomase.
What they found was lots of evidenoe but no ent-
ters, They serveyed the scenes, set (maps, made
recommendations and scheduled follow-ups.

Erriving down into Washingion, Adcock pofnted
out houses and apartments they had worked in, in-
cluding ambassadory” residences and homes of the
rich and reclusive—quickly revealing that Ad-
cock's knowledge of the area 15 a8 infimate as it 18
extensive. Adeock told of one job, removng mc-
eoans from an ambassador's back yard because
they were snatching the fish from an ormamental
pomd, “Usually, it's rats and plgeons.”

Inside & Kakorama mansson under rendvation,
they discoversd that two beoken water mains had
chizied an invasion of sewer rats, They baited sev-
el braps and vowed to return.

On Mewark Street NW in Cleveland Pack, they
drilled holes in a bedroom ceiling in sesrch ol rac-
after Adcock’s had
trapped the nsother. Sielgus could not lecate them

with. the boruscope, but-a diy later they would be.

fonaml andl remwed. Neasky Highland Stroet WNW,
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Far liedi, Sieven Smelgus used 2
fibar-optic scopd in late April to
Ieeok for nesting recceons above
the bedrosm of a home in
Cleweland Park, in Northwost
Wiashinglon Above and left, o
second beaver was camiod away
froam the Tidad Basin on April 11
after being caught by Adeack’s
service in the Washinygten
Channel entrance to the kasin,
The trapping of the snimals that
menaced Washinglon's Tamed

trecs raised the profile of
the College Park servica.

Adcock said, was “wquirred central, reccosn cen-
tral. For @ seadl streel, we recelved an awial lot of
calls. They're kind of our bread and butter.” Odf
Bradley Houlevard, Adcock noted the methodical
way the beavers had commiitted tree surgery
“Dsean't 38 Took: Hilke a tractor went theough here?”
he said,

Finally, in Potorrae, they searched for fooess that
had been frightening neighbors whose homes back
onto Cabin John Regional Fark

“We have deer, bl e foxes are quile scary,”
said Shan Godub, 32, whose two children, sges 7
andl 3, played pearty. “They love socing them.
They say the babies are so cule, I'm saving. “They
corbd eat you up in a gulp ©

Adeoek and Smelges found the den, a eavern cat
into a hiltside and hidden by bushes. They peared
ammonia inko the opentngs, but no foxes emerged,
They told Golub and a neighbor that o daily dase of
the siuff should fush them out. They also recom-
mended clearing the hrush, breakieg ap an eroded
concrete spillway, excavating and sealing off the
cawern, For that and adeditional work reqaired. the
cost wontkd be $1.200,

The bottom Hne, 35 the men told Golub, was the
foxes would remain in the area becase, after afl,
it"s their turf, Morcover, he said, neighbors who
feed the birds in their back yands are effectively in-
viting all God's creatures (o supper. Don't do i,
they paid e e .

“The nnimals are predly easy to deal with,™ Ad
ook said, on the way back to College Park. “t's the
peopde that are reslly difficul.”




